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rounding a large court. In spite of the absence of windows or any exterior
ornamentation, this edifice presents a fine appearance, with its four towers
surmounted by cupolas ; but nothing can be more sombre and melancholy than
the interior. The great square court is divided by walls, which diverge from a
marble kiosk in the centre. Each of these smaller courts has its trees, its
fountains, and its chatris, and appertains to an apartment of the zenana, which
is divided into the same number of compartments as the court. One of the
king's wives used to reside in each of these separate apartments, and could, on
occasion, be completely shut off from all communication with her companions.
This palace and court, intended for the Bajpoot queens, might well serve as a
model for a prison in Europe. I believe that the rajah does not, as a rule, allow
travellers to visit this part of the palace, as it Is likely to inspire unpleasant
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reflections on the social condition of the women in this country. However this
may be, I was permitted to go wherever iny fancy led me, and I explored every
corner of this strange institution. The apartments were once decorated with the
same magnificence which is displayed throughout this marvellous palace; but a
hundred and fifty years of neglect, and its present inhabitants, have left few
traces of its former splendour. There still remain, however, a few very curious
antique frescoes and some fine mosaics. Wlion I say the present inhabitants, I
mean a numerous tribe of Huuoumau monkeys, who have taken up their abode
in the deserted halls of the zenana, where they now reign supreme. Even if these
inoffensive animals were not protected by Indian superstition, it would be
difficult to dislodge them from a place which they have occupied for so many
years. The first time I visited the zenana, accompanied by ScLaiimbiizg and a
servant from the palace, our entrance caused a violent tumult: t>e mothers took